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Introduction

Over the last centwy, giant agribusiness interests which came out of the war industry have
poisoned life, our ecosystems, destroyed our biodiversity and pushed farmers off the land.

As these corporations become bigger, they gain more power, more immunity and more

rights. Usng freetrade neoliberal policiesand deregulation of commerce to enlarge their

empires, these corporations are attacking life on earth and biodiversity. They have
broadened their control oer our seed, our food and freedom, robbing us of our human

rights and democracy. They have established monopolies dand e at ened foar mer s o
seel and peopleds rights to affordable medicin
emerged as the biggest destructive force in agriculture over the last 20 years using GMO

myths, patents, free trade and toxics to monopolise our seeds and poison our fidosl.
Monsanto Tribunal and Peopleds Assefmamdy t ook
16" of October 2016 to hold Monsanto and co. accountable for their crimes against
humanity, human rights violations and ecocide.

The process of holding the PoisdCartel accountable for its crimes is the culmination of 30
years of scientific, legal, social and political work by movements, concerned citizens and
scientists.As Vandana Shiva pointed out in her Call To Action 2016, we face social,
economic, and ecolgical collapse in every corner of our world. Big Industrial Agriculture is


http://peoplesassembly.net/write-ceta-read-ttip/
http://peoplesassembly.net/bt-cotton-failure-case-witnesses-from-india-and-burkina-faso/

a major contributor to this collapse. While having destroyed 75% of our soil, water, and
biodiversity, and contributed to 50% of climate change, this model, that has its roots,in wa
produces only 30% food. The real food producers are our pollinators, soil organisms, and
biodiversity and small farmers whé as cocreators and ceproducers with natured

provide 70% of the food which is nourishing for the planet and pedpléhe las century,
todayds big agribusiness corporations with
destroyed biodiversity, pushed small farmers off their land, and attempted to take over
every aspect of our life.

The entire industrialgtion of food, agculture and life is based on the false claim of feeding
the world, when the reality is that an agriculture that has been shaped by the war industry is
at the root of the hunger and malnutrition in the worldEqually erroneousre the claims

that industrialied agriculture produces higher yields and reduces the use of pesticides when
reality has shown that the opposite is truénh 2009, the widéased United Nabns and
World Bank IAASTD report asserted that chemidatensive industrial agriculture has
degraded the natural resource base on which human survival depends and now threatens
water, energy and climate security. Continued reliance on simplistic and eftpensive
technological fixdgs including transgenic cropsis not a solution to reducing persistent
hunger and poverty and could exacerbate environmental problems and worsen social
inequity. Technologies such as higélding crop varieties, agrochemicatsd mechanization
have primarily benefited transnational corporations and the wealthy, rather than the poor
and hungry of the worl do.

Using free trade neoliberal policies and deregulation of commerce to enlarge their empires,
these corporations are not wly attacking life on earth and biodiversity, they are also
attacking our democratically written laws and democratically shaped policies made in the
public and national interest. They have broadened their control over our seed, our food and
freedom, robbimg us of our human rights and democracy. They have established monopolies
and threatened farmersdé rights to seed and
patents and IPRs.

Corporations like Monsanto, Bayer, Dow, Dupont, Syngenta, all have rtheis in warfare

and through fredrade neoliberal policies and deregulation of commerce, they enlarge their

empire with mega buyouts. Such is the case with the most recent bid by Bayer to buy
Monsanto for 62 billion Euros, facilitated by the European @#nBank. This in effect

means public money being used to strengthen the monopoly of destroyers of life and
peopleds rights. These hall owed corporation:
crimes against humanity in the post war years, contirmeide the same poisons that Kill,

but under the guise of being saviors of humanity.

As Earth Citizens, we have a duty to protect the earth and we have htrig protect our
lives and thosef future geneations. And even while we trthem for their crimes we must
celebrate life on earth andur capacity to work with the earth as eoreators. While


http://peoplesassembly.net/we-dont-need-chemicals-an-organic-world-is-possible/
http://peoplesassembly.net/we-dont-need-chemicals-an-organic-world-is-possible/
http://peoplesassembly.net/we-dont-need-chemicals-an-organic-world-is-possible/

looking at how the WTO and Free trade policies introduced patents on seed and promoted

the GMO invasion, we will also look at the new free trade agreementsTikd® and TPP.

Through the experience of ecocide and genocide of the last century, we also chart the road

to our future based on Seed Freedom and Food Freedom,-agcoo | ogy and f ar mer s
our commons and economies of sharing, rights of nature anthegmocracy.

The Tribunal aimed to synthesize the existing crimes and violations for which
Monsanto+Bayer are in courts across the worldin India, Europe, the US, Mexico,
Argentina- as well as to expand the scope of criminal activity to include thme of
ecocide, the violation of the rights of nature, as Vandana Shiva explained in the columns of
Common Dreams Alongside the Tribod, which aims to investigaterimes of the Poison
Cartel, Peopl eds Aogganedbyllocad comnauniteethroughouttge s e |l f
world to establish a worldwide network in order to create a healthy future of food and of

the planet. ThePeople's Assemblyebsite gathered information about thessemblies from
across the worldwith a special focus on the Assembly in The Hagaegathering of
movements, seed savers, seed defenders, farmers and growers and civilians to address the
crimes against nature and against humanity perpetrated by chemical and biotechnology
corporations. The Monsanto Tribunal and People's Assemblypported by almost 1000
organisitions worldwide attracted attention frommedia worldwide not only for their
capacity to investiga the main topic related to the impact of industrial agriculture on
people's life, but also to establish links with very urgent topics such as free trade
agreements, corporate lobbying, and democratic processes, among others.

In the course of the yeaavdanya mobged movements and orgaatsns throughout the
world to participate at the Monsanto Tribunal and People's Assembly; they were also
invited to organise locdPeopé's Assemblies everywhete reclaim our food system. Aall

to Action to end dictatorship over seeds, over life, over our food. As part of the Tribunal
buildup actions, people and aagisations from all over the world attended the 16th Seed
Festival aPeliti, Greecewhich represented a unique opportunity to build connections and
strengthen the movement to shapFood Systems that produce more food, better food,
more livelihoods, more meaningful work, more democracy, more freedom. In India, civil
society and Gandhians from all over the country gathered to stand against the poison
makers that are pumping India Wwitisease and death. Indian farmers calledMmnsanto

Quit India'and demanded that the government not only regulate prices of Bt cotton seed
but also ban Bt cotton entirely. Dr &dana Shiva wrote to the Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to take cognizance of the violations of Indian Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) laws and of the Competition Act (Aritust and monopoly Act) by Monsanto, further
demanding that Monsanto berbged from India. Many initiatives like those in Greece and in
Indiatook place in different countrieshroughout this year to join forces and collectively
defend our Seed Freedh, Food Freedom and Democratic Rights to shape the future of
food that protects life on Earth and the wdiking of all.



http://www.commondreams.org/views/2016/10/12/ending-century-ecocide-and-genocide-seeding-earth-democracy
http://peoplesassembly.net/
http://peoplesassembly.net/peoples-assemblies-across-the-world/
http://peoplesassembly.net/peoples-assemblies-across-the-world/
http://monsanto-tribunal.org/signers-organisations
http://monsanto-tribunal.org/signers-organisations
https://www.facebook.com/groups/674774979355273/
http://seedfreedom.info/events/categories/2016-call-to-action/
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http://peoplesassembly.net/video-monsanto-tribunal-and-peoples-assembly/
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http://peoplesassembly.net/peoples-assembly-agenda/
http://peoplesassembly.net/speakers-bios/
http://peoplesassembly.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/PA_Cultural_Program.pdf
http://peoplesassembly.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/PA_Photo_Exhibitions.pdf
http://peoplesassembly.net/seed-farmers-outlawed/
http://peoplesassembly.net/the-human-cost-of-agrotoxins-photo-exhibition-at-the-peoples-assembly-2016/
http://peoplesassembly.net/category/press-kit/
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http://peoplesassembly.net/category/video/

Monsanto Tribunal testimonies of withesses and experts in six languaugssH| Deutsch
|| Espafio|| Portuguesd| Francaig| Italiano|| Interviews|| All videos||

Press reviewDirect link

Also read:

Ending a Century of Ecocide and Genocide, Seeding Earth Democracy
By Dr Vandana ShivaCommon Dreams, 12 October 2016

Free people from 6dictatorshipd of O0.01%
By Dr Vandana ShivaThe Asian Age, 10 August 2016

The Caporate War Against The Planet, People and Democracy
Seed Freedom, July 2016

Biodiversity, Gmos, & Gene Drives of the Militarised Mind

By Dr Vandana ShivaJuly 2016



https://vimeo.com/channels/mten
https://vimeo.com/channels/mtde
https://vimeo.com/channels/mtes
https://vimeo.com/channels/mtpt
https://vimeo.com/channels/mtfr
https://vimeo.com/channels/mtit
https://vimeo.com/channels/mtinterviews
https://vimeo.com/monsantotribunal
http://peoplesassembly.net/press-review/%20
https://www.facebook.com/groups/674774979355273/
http://peoplesassembly.net/ending-a-century-of-ecocide-and-genocide-seeding-earth-democracy/
http://peoplesassembly.net/free-people-from-dictatorship-of-0-01/
http://peoplesassembly.net/free-people-from-dictatorship-of-0-01/
http://seedfreedom.info/the-corporate-war-against-the-planet-people-and-democracy/
http://peoplesassembly.net/biodiversity-gmos-gene-drives-of-the-militarised-mind/

Day 1 - 14 October 2016
Press Conference

On October 14th in The Hague, millions represented by farmer groups and activists across the

gl obe |l aunched the Peopleds Assembly and Mo n s a
conferenceofie Monsant o Tr i bunardanis8g céhenittpe| ircldding: Xandaramb | vy
Shiva, Corinne Lepage, Emilie Gaillard, Mindy Schneider, Hans Herren, Ronnie Cummins, Andre Leu,
Nni mmo Bassey and Renate K¢gnast . &drootgmavgnert e of
in the face of governments and international i ns

! A N R ) ) D R N IR O 3 AR T B O

From left to righCorinne Lepage (CRIIGENNHans Herren (Millennium Institute, Biovisiom)lie
Galillard (University of Caen, Frard@)di Schneider (ISS Institute)r Vandana Shiva(Navdanya),
Ronnie Cummins(Organic Consumers Associatiodde Leu (IFOAMNnimmo Bassey(Health of
Mother Earth Foundation), Rethate Kunast

First to speak at the Press Conference, @srinne Lepag e immediately addressed illations
around the Tribunal being 0a mabgquemnaded swidtt h t |
nominal sentence. We are asking for an advisory opinion, to open a new way of thinking, a new way

of legal thinking by realdaes. The key idea is ecocideacknowledging threats to the environment
inaholistcwapand we seek to get ecoci deLinktovided der ed a

Following the same line, second speakerilie Gaillard r epr i sed: oWe wi |l creart
a new way of reasoning in law with concrete the threats that will be presented at the Tribunal. The
idea is to enrich legal reasoning in internatiolaa. Last month the ICC said they are starting to


https://youtu.be/Pt5NiQHIkJo

look at crimes against the environment as crimes against humanity. It seems the way is opening to
protect the environment, the earth, and future generations and this is a strong change of the
paradigm. Ther is a confluence in the way ¢dgal thinking and a new orgaatisn around the

world d in Argentina, Hawaii, here, and in many other places. We are seeking to strengthen this
C onv er girkmowidedd Link to video

In her own intervention, alsdr Vandana Shiva addressed the reasons for the Tribunal and

Assembly as well as their significance. For her, in the current context of failure of estallishme

institutions, civil society is the essential platform through which to maintain a healthy democracy:

oWhen rulers fail./, itds people who defend freedom
highest verdict is from the people. In our timedat verdict must come from peoplerganigd

globallyorganigd as a planetary alliance, because this is a global threat. This assembly is seeding the

future and laying out the future and it will not depend on how much Monsanto bullies, corrupts, and

buys ait our governments, it is about our consciousness against these crimes and what we do about

it and that i s whAlsb readelhe &/erdict flom the Pebpte: Db. Wandadad .

Shivads intervention at tahdeDr. YPamdamal Shidasdtiodsantoe mb | y ¢ G
Tribunal and B®adaoper b 28016Aiskseviddn| vy

The intervention byRonnie Cummins , OrganicConsumers Association International Director,

focused on strategies for internationalags sr oot s cooperati on: oOWe have t
border s, itds the only way we are going to solve
way we are going to address this endl|l essagwar that

We all have to become antvar activists, food activists, what we need to do is not just organise

millions against Monsant o, but organise billions
different nations. This is a spiritual revolution we drea |l Ki ng about . Letds come
fierce determination that iif the governments of t

gr assr oot Alsoweat:Uettedirom Theé Hague by Organic Consumers Association
Link to video

IFOAM presidentAndre Leu conti nued on the subject of ec
ecoci de, but wedregancoi deatt dgy. t@hikli hmembdan
liver to break themicals like Glyphosate dowrg there is no safe level for children. All the testing
Monsanto does is on adult animals, and their testing does not take in consideration the fact that
children cannot tolerate any amount of these chemicals. Published peer reviewed science shows

clearly how glyphosate causes cancer, birth defects, and disrupts hormones. And epidemics of child
obesity, diabetes, and autism are growing through the rooke DBiggest crime is why are we

poisoning our futured our c h.iiAlsdra®Ahdr e Leu, | FOAM President,
Assembly and Monsantaibunal Link to video

ci de
t h a

The following intervention, focusing on consumer power, was that of IAASTD étais Herren

who noted: ol t i's not e n o u griourighibe wprld.3Me nefeceneotk t he wor
health per acrenot kilograms of starch per acre. | mean, how much more evidence do we as

consumers and policy makers need? | f itds not us,
nothing wil| changeé I n the end, | whwhatywuasao me t o t

consumer choose to buy. As such, we need to vote with our feet, our wallet, we need to make

sacrifices, or nothing will change. Lest things escape our reach, like Glyphosate. Glyphosate started

as a pipe cleaner, nomevto ouesenses!tWe neted t¢ get)backvte reatity:s t ¢
60% of what vou have in vyour pl ate needs bees. A
cycle. This has led to mergers and companies too large to be held accountable in front of the law.
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https://youtu.be/bp1ZsJnfo24
https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/187328955
http://peoplesassembly.net/the-verdict-from-the-people-dr-vandana-shivas-intervention-at-the-peoples-assembly-conference/
http://peoplesassembly.net/the-verdict-from-the-people-dr-vandana-shivas-intervention-at-the-peoples-assembly-conference/
http://peoplesassembly.net/dr-vandana-shiva-opens-the-peoples-assembly-october-14th-2016/
http://peoplesassembly.net/dr-vandana-shiva-opens-the-peoples-assembly-october-14th-2016/
https://youtu.be/BgGNzQDwg2U
http://peoplesassembly.net/letter-from-the-hague-the-long-march/
https://youtu.be/p77AzoCv_hE
http://peoplesassembly.net/andre-leu-ifoam-president-reaches-the-hague/
http://peoplesassembly.net/andre-leu-ifoam-president-reaches-the-hague/
https://youtu.be/CnMTnYMFc9Y

Yet today, we have accumulated in seeds a huge amount of power. However, that power is getting
|l ost by the minute by colbngt®widees t hat are acquiri

Nigerian Health of Mother Earth Foundation repeggative Nnimmo Bassey 0 s intervent.i
stressed foodds identitarian aspect: o0Being an
Mother Earth. If mother earth were to speak, Monsanto would be in jail long ago. Food is a
celebration. Eatingisaid t ur e, a way of i fe. This tribunal i
d it is a struggle for life, for freedom. It is a struggle from big companies holding mother earth as a

slave for their profit. This is a very important moment for the futunf humanity and for the future

of our planet. To stop the toxic poisoning not just of our food systems, but our water systems. To

stop the grab of our liberties just because the corporations have the power. | want to invite us to

open our hearts and gaeady to join hands in the struggles ahead. We will analyze and see that we

are all toget hiektovideon t hi s struggl eo.

VvOous RENDRE

\\

A

@ ~rin oE vous Sﬂlﬁﬂﬂ

Science_ fFor A Shorter Life

\ Ki DS

Right. (NOW

The final intervention was that oéx German Minister for Consumer Protection, Food and
Agriculture Renate Kiinast, who focused on consumer right s: 0
and we see the results of industrial agriculture of the 20th centutiie real question now isvhat

are wedoin@ Food production should be rights basg@dnd there are two main rights. 1) We have

the right to know how our food is produced, and whether the production process harms health or

nature. Then we can decide whether to buy it or not to buy certain puots. This is a human right

in the 21st century. We are part of the economy and we have the right to know. 2) We have the

right to safe food without residues, both for the consumer and the farmers working in the fields.

These are the rights of the 21st cemy, if governments are not willing to represent us, we the

peopl e will dLnktodideoon our ownoé.

Press questions 4Link to video
Press questions 2Link to video
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https://youtu.be/lIxQGS9Y9Qk
https://youtu.be/9tIGkkbHBVQ
https://youtu.be/B9IZf5gwxTI
https://youtu.be/XQ5cLBxnDQw
https://youtu.be/KY5W_Gs8okA

oOver the | ast century, giant agri bjusi
industry have poisoned life, our ecosystems, destroyed oty biudipessied
farmers off the land.

As these corporations become bigger, they gain more power, more immunity aphd
more rights.
The process of holding this poison cartel accountable is the combination of dedades
of scientific, legal, social and polibdaloy movements, citizens and scientists.
And this is the coalition that has put the Monsanto Tribunal and the People's
Assembly together. o

Ruchi Shroff, Director - Navdanya International

Link to video



https://youtu.be/dMn5ObaLHSs

Owning life

Vandana Shiva (Navdany®at ent s on Seed and the attempt to 0
Percy Schmeiser (Canadian Farmer sued by Monsaf@amers v/s Monsanto

Fernando Cabaleiro (Nature of Rights Argenjin& i t i zen Coal i tion against N
Patents on Life

From left to right: Fernando Cabaleiro, Percy and Louise Schmeiser, Dr Vandana Shiva

The first talk sessiomQwning Lifavas opened with an address By Vandana Shiva , who urged:

0 Tehissue of trying to own life is the single biggest crime of ecocide and genocide. Life is self
organied, life is not a manufacture of Monsanto. We are part of Nature, we have not slipped into

the error that Nature is dead, that whatever happens to natusedone as raw material to the

industrial society. The 206@ear era of anthropocentrism, of colonialism, of imperialism is coming to

an end. The mechanistic world view is what we are burying today. Seeds of freedom and fiber of
freedom are in our hand. Weannot be stopped from saving seeds. The end of patents on seeds is

not just a correction on Monsantods empire, it i

The floor was then taken biPercy Schmeiser , a Canadian canola farmer with a personal history

of| egal di sputes against Monsant o. As he recount
realized 20 years ago what would happen 20 years later. 1996 was the year GMOs were introduced

in Western Canada. | refer mainly to four crops: canola, cotton, saya corn. The following

13



economic issues were devastating, in terms of property law, the environmentaldsteemass of

chemical introduction! Can you imagine the fear in a farm family when you get an extortion letter

from a billion dollar company? keén they give you a letter telling you to send theds00K because

they think youdre growing their patented crops.
saying if you think your neighbors are growing their crops without a patent contract, report them

and we will send you a gift. We stood up to Monsanto, it went to the Supreme Court of Canada

after 12 years. The Supreme Court ruled that wherever the Monsanto patented gene is found, the
higher life form is also patented. If you were contaminated witragented gene, whether by wind

or pollen fall or however, you no longer own your seeds, they become propefts oorporation.

How farcanthigo? What about a human | ife?é

The final intervention was that dfernando Cabaleiro , speaker of Nature of RightArgentina,

wh o recounted his countryads experienceaviat t he
intellectual property rights: OMonsanto seeks t
Argentinian constitution that does not allow plants to batented. It argues that the insertion of a

gene that is inserted into a plant is in fact an invention and thus is patentable. In 2012, the first court
granted Monsanto a patent. The argument of the judge, ignoring the opinion of the expert, was that
plantsand cells can be considered microorganisms. Argentinian law allows microorganisms to be
patented. This ruling was appealed by the patent office of Argentina and the decision was repealed.
The decision said the judge has disregarded the opinion of thereapd disregarded that plants

are microorganisms. The chamber also said the insertion of a transgene into the genome of a plant is

not an inventiond it is an innovationd b u t not a rLinki ton Naeinaléza denDérerechos
PresentationLink to video

14


https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B72CeEaVms9fRDhqbjY2c0xPV1E
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B72CeEaVms9fRDhqbjY2c0xPV1E
http://peoplesassembly.net/entrevista-a-fernando-cabaleiro-abogado-y-activista-argentino/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEtQ498aEVI

Bayer-Monsanto Merger

The announced merger between Bayer and Monsarinfirms the concerns and warnings by
Navdanya, and its president Vandana Shiva, over the past few years. The mega $ 66 billion merge
further tightens corporate control of pesticides and genetically modified seeds on our food and our
right to health. Caoporate interests are, however, clearly in the direction of profit at any cost and
the opening of more and more markets through lobbying pressure on the democratically elected
politicians for the elimination of regulatory barriers. There are those who @ready betting that

the announced merger between the German company Bayer and the American Monsanto will help
the US to finally open Europe's doors to genetically modified organisms, despite the principle of
precaution and the will of many citizens who, recent months, took to the streets of European
capitals to say no to TTIP, the free trade agreement that has among its purposes, incidentally, to get
rid of standards that ensure high quality products, especially on food, for European citizens. In short,
whether the attack is at the political level, or through mega mergers, the objective of the
mul tinationals remains the same: tot al cont
democratic order.

=

The future that awaits us, if these processes ar¢ abequately and effectively thwarted, is easily
predictable. And it does not take a fortune teller to paint the picture. We need just look at what
happened in Argentina, one of the experimental laboratories of multinationals in the field of
transgenic ctilvation and pesticide use. An unacceptable human cost, as grapbocaiyed by the
Argentinean photographer Pablo Piovanohis awad-winning exhibition that is touring the world
and that will finally arrive in October at The Hague, invited by Navdanya togetherBiitta The

Argentine photographne6s wor k i s an exceptional t esti monjy

the risksassociated with pesticide use.

Multinationals are closing ranks through mergers to become bigger and more powerful, to further
pressure and aggressively lobby politicitmsdismantle the regulations gained through years of
social struggle through trade agreements such as the TPP and TTIP and in this way, secure freg
access to markets all over the world. Free access which rings like conquest and domination. But civil
sociely is also closing ranks to reclaim its rights to healthy food and a healthy and safe environment.
For this reason, alongside the Monsanto Tribunal, will be held the People's Assembly, perfectly in
tandem with the proceedings against the US multinationfa¢ Tribunal, with judges, lawyers and
witnesses, will expose and judge the activities of Monsanto in front of world public opinion, while
the Assembly, with the participation of movements activists and experts from around the world, will
discuss and formate alternatives to the dictatorship that multitionals are wanting to impose.

The People's Assembly has rallied the democratic forces around the world not only as an ideal but
practically and pragmatically. Indeed, hundreds of assemblies areobgamged at this moment
around the world at the local level to address and discuss the same issues being discussed in Thl
Hague, in a relationship of mutual exchange
Call to Action for 2016 has reachedhdusands of activists and movements all over the world, who
are organisng to reproduce, at the local level, the People's Assembly of The Hague. The People's
Assembly and the Monsanto Tribunal as such are already a terrific example of participationdérom th
bottom up to deliver a very clear and unequivocal message: enough with business at the expense o
people and the environment, enough with giant economic powers attacking democratic institutions
that have the moral duty to govern based on interests of pe®ple and the planet.

Ruchi Shroff
Navdanya International dDirector
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http://peoplesassembly.net/the-human-cost-of-agrotoxins-photo-exhibition-at-the-peoples-assembly-2016/
http://peoplesassembly.net/the-human-cost-of-agrotoxins-photo-exhibition-at-the-peoples-assembly-2016/
http://peoplesassembly.net/finca-partecipa-al-tribunal-contra-monsanto/

Poisoning Life

André Leu (President IFOAM InternationalWhy are they poisoning our children?

Hans Herren (Chair IAASTD and Biovision Institutdjarming without pesticides

Stephaie Seneff (Senior Research Scientidipxics and Autism

Marcelo Firpo (Environmental Health researchék BRASCOGJ Brazil)- Health effects of pesticide
contamination in Brazil

Francois Veillerette (Pesticides Action Networkpesticides in people: idegpread contamination
that thregens the health of present &utdre generations

HIFLL J i

£

From left to right: Hans Herren, Francois Veillerette, Andre Leu, Marcelo Firpo, Dr Stephanie Seneff

The second talk session, Poisoning Life, was openednare Leu of IFOAM International:

0Gl yphosat e i s a pesticide that kill's everythin
metabolite AMPA are found in: creeks, rivers, rainfall, air and soil. In human breast milk and the
placenta, in the urine of most peopletee d, i n beer, bread and many f ooc

eat exclusively organic food, we all have glyphosate in our bodies. Of greatest concern are children
because they do not have the enzymes in their liver and metabolites that will break down
alydhosate. Studies have found that there is no safe level of glyphosate in children. Requlators are
using norpeer reviewed science that is based on commercial data, classified as confidential. The
independent science that is published proves that glyphosate hi ghl y dangerous. 6
Link to Andre Leu PresentatiorAlso read:New report from Argentina exposes damages of

agrotoxics on locals and consumers worldwide
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16JpGD5yRU6IzHD2lCJpaHGjBu36W4zX5U8PmYuEviy4/present#slide=id.p4
http://peoplesassembly.net/new-report-from-argentina-exposes-damages-of-agrotoxics-on-locals-and-consumers-worldwide/
http://peoplesassembly.net/new-report-from-argentina-exposes-damages-of-agrotoxics-on-locals-and-consumers-worldwide/

The floor was then taken by senior research scienfist Stephanie Seneff , who stated:
United States is facing an epidemic in autism, glyphosate likely plays a role. Many of the known
features of autism can be glained by the known toxicological mechanisms of glyphosate. Two key

factors are manganese deficiency and disrupted proteins due to glyphosate substituting by mistake
for essenti al gl yci ne rLmksto Dt Stepbanie Seneff iPrgsemationt ei n s

The next intervention washat of Brazilian public and environmental health resear(A&RASCO)

Marcelo Firpo ,whoexx osed t he current agrotoxics situatio
produce monocultures without destroying biodiversity. The problem is the relationship between
aaribusinesses and politics. Aaribusinesses needdearmoncratic regimes in order todallowed to

violate human rights. Health, for example, is not a question of contamination, health is a human

right, health is justice, health is the right to our future. | want to underline this because real figures

can be 50 time higher than official datn cases of deaths from agtaxic poisoning. Currently in

Brazil many rural areas have an index of cancer higher than in urban bases and the most important
factor is the high exposure to agtimxics. Moreover, Monsanto currently have 5 agro toxics with
active ingredients in Brazil t hlank to &areelo Rigpd al |l o
Presentation

Francois Veillere tte gave some practicakamples of pesticide residues quantities in the foed
eat everyday:

o0 Salads; avg of 4

o Grapes: avg of 8.5

0 Muesli: avg of 9

Examples of pesticides in and around homes

o Around 30 different pesticides found in the aifr@aris

0 Up to 30 pesticide residues in home dust

0] Avg of 21 substances found in womends hair
0 Avg of 21 substances in kibkair in agricultural settings

Link to Francois Veillerette Presentation

Link to session video
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H9Mnjz8pfDU_4Yv7fQS0uV7a_fJkaqfxuN1F8zd5xkE/present#slide=id.p4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1POVuNolhVS76z_0QUMmD7JCWdUbdh7xLvuq6mI6i-eQ/present#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1POVuNolhVS76z_0QUMmD7JCWdUbdh7xLvuq6mI6i-eQ/present#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1upRZLEPCV9pRf3pRdus79FLZTeS_bYyOBKC7SX-jtYU/present#slide=id.p4
https://youtu.be/mHyjtd74VMw

Attack on farmers and farming

Nnimmo Bassey, Health of Mother Earth Foundation (Nigeria)
Charito Medina, MASIPAG (Philippines)

Farida Akhter, UBINIG (Bangladesh)

Ali Tapsoba, C.C.A.E. (Burkina Faso)

Nivia Silva, MST Brazil (La Via Campesina)

From left to right: Nnimmo Bassey, Farida Akhter, Charito Medina, Ali Tapsoba, Nivia Silva

The third talk sssion was opened b@harito Medina from MASIPAG (Philippines), who explained

the dangers of the seefértilizerher bi ci de packaage being forced on
Philippines 700 000 hectares of Gm corn are grown, approx. 25% of corn in thewhtbn. In this

way 67.1M corporate profit are being extracted from small scale farmers, while the max net income

of farmers is 400 dollars. But many end up with negative income because they need to borrow

money to buy seeds and chemicals, if you buy @O seeds, the seeds will make you buy the

herbicides, fertilizer and seeds for the next generation leading to a cycle of impoverishment.
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Even white corn in the Philippines has been contaminated by GMO corn. Monsanto says let the
farmer choose between GMQCand nonGMO seeds, both can coexist. However, there is no
possibility of coexistence because corn is a natural cross pollinator.

The only counter check to multinational corporations is civil society, farmers and consumers. We
must fight globally by actimgo ¢ aLink ty Charito Medina Presentation

Nnimmo Bassey from the NigerianHealth of Mother Earth Foundatias the next tointervene,
illustrating the coumvrgodoMonsbaotrtabdbs bpbdnself Dirt y
monocultures and biotechnoloagy in Nigeria: ONi gc¢
farmers depend on mixed cropping and there iswittle monoculture in the country and also very

little industrial agriculture. There has been a major push lately through Monsanto not only to
introduce monoculture, but to take over the dominant staple crop in the country. Sp their

development egerimentation is failing. They are in the background with some government agencies,
which - rather than requlate biosafetyis promoting modern biotechnology. S@e have a Biotech
organisatiorregulating biotechnology in Nigeria, which means the systenhawe is not really any

system to regulate anything, but to open up the environment to GMOs. And if Nigeria is overtaken

by Monsant o, then you can be sure thebhrktoave Af |
videa

Next in line was the intervention of Bangladeshi policy andtesida Akhter , who revealed her
countryds struggle against Monsant ods Bt Brinja
helmd to grow more food. But our country i s name
gold you find in mines but the soil we have that can produce such bountiful food (in fact, Bangladesh

has 248 varieties of Brinjal)! Monsanto claimed intellectuabgny rights on 9 of brinjals in a secret

agreement with the government without the knowledge of the people. In fact, consumers are not

even told whether the brinjal they buy is Bt. Brinjal or not! Bt Brinjal is a direct attack on our

farmers and our farmig. We need support from you not only for our sake but also for your sake

because Brinjal is a global vegetable that comes to your plate as well. As for myself, | believe we
have the tr ut hinktoFaridavhkhtenwPréséntatioihlso deadFarida Akther on the

BT Brinjal controversy in Bangladesink to videa

The floor was then taken byli Tapsoba de Goamma from Burkina Faso, who explained the
introduction of GMOs in his country as an international polititat o mp r omi s e 0 : ol n the
the UN was going to put sanctions on my country but the government struck a deal with the US
whereby Monsanto could use Burkina Faso as a trial country and the US would allow those
sanctions to be lifted. The impact Monsant ods entry was al most i mme
sovereignty was undermined just as much as the social basis of our (predominantly agrarian) culture.

By this | mean that for 1000 years it was part of our culture to share seeds which we cowldriyd

no longer do. The consequence of this was economic disaster: cotton vields decreased, at same time

the use of chemicals did not, while crucially the quality of cotton decreased, so farmers could not

sell cotton anymore. In health and safety terms,ngnaeasants got sick, others died. We saw

ani mals die because they ate the spraved plant s
the causes of this sickness. In Burkina Faso, our ability to engage and mobilize all of civil society, and

to organi® marches was key in enabling us to get GM cotton finally banned. Today we demand that

we consider creating a gl obal f rAsmread:BTgCatiom s t Mo n
Failure Case Witnesses from India and Burkina Adasé to videod Link to videa

The sessionds | ast i nt MiviavSiat fiom MSTwBraziandlarViai ed o U
Campesina 0 The coup that has occurred in Brazi/l i s
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14sWziGpLalG_QbYdjHA_pd2AHo8CcZVkhwSOTPq9gok/present#slide=id.p4
https://youtu.be/34HBo22KGdM
https://youtu.be/34HBo22KGdM
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WO47LkOcsfHPy7vangrxF__zpzXtL6UOESmioWOgZ5s/present#slide=id.p6
http://peoplesassembly.net/farida-akther/
http://peoplesassembly.net/farida-akther/
https://youtu.be/p0bJkzLBiaM
http://peoplesassembly.net/bt-cotton-failure-case-witnesses-from-india-and-burkina-faso/
http://peoplesassembly.net/bt-cotton-failure-case-witnesses-from-india-and-burkina-faso/
https://youtu.be/tTtalbL9MJA
https://youtu.be/GwtsAzgQlX4

has lel to this new neoliberal government. In this context, production of rice and beans has gone
down by 41% and 40% respectively while mass production of soy has skyrocketed. The impact this
has had on farmers has been a new form colonization, repressioremfdbonomies and a decrease

of the production of their basic goods. Moreover, the quantity of agricultural land is also
disappearing against this backdrop: 50 years ago, 36% of land was in urban areas and the rest in rural
areas, now 85% urban. Huge areafs land expropriated from farmer communities are now
cultivated with GMO (44.2M hectares). While, 64% of food in Brazil contains pesticides or fertilizer,
in Brazil Monsanto sells 23 agchemicals that have banned in the European Union. We want to say
that this is no longer acceptable. We no longer want to use afremicals that are trash and not
accepted anywhere else. As farmers we have rights, we need to put in to place systems that can
stop them because it is no longer acceptable. In conclusionlidvieeas international farmers we
need to have solidarity among us, while as traditional farmers we need to take back control of our

|l and, our s eedsLinrkibdivi@Silva Pbesestativhekstsvelsa. 6
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zjMkTdmjW__wNADKyhPeFu6eEhphv-l1XsKt3HqRljM/present#slide=id.p4
https://youtu.be/ueFuznLVGZI

Attack on Science and Scientists

Claire Robinson, editor GMwatch.org and-aathor of the bookGMO mythsral truths
Dr Shiv Chopra, Scientist and author of the boGkrrupted to the core
Nicolas Defarge for Prof. Gilles Eric Séralini, founder of CRIIGEN

From left to right: Dr Shiv Chopra, Claire Robinson, Nicolas Defarge

The opening of the fourth sessidregun with an intervention by British academic researcbiaire

Robinson from GMWatch UK, who prompted the questiom What i s Monsantods ro
science and scientists who throw doubt on the s
wasattacked by groups associated with Monsanto; this included a PR firm cdlieeih@e which is

run by Monsantods former Chi e brgamshtion@ogatherumthi c at i on
another - which claims to be based on science and is called AGBitd\Moactually conducted a

smear campaign against Seralini and his fellow researchers. Some of this smear campaign consisted in
having whatpawet w@aldc a@ddemirads and third party scie
is a known PR techniquand it consists of putting the messages of the corporation into the mouths

of supposedly independent scientists and expert
trust Monsanto but it will tr usdthisaswbdttheydidin| vy & s
the case of the Seralini study. They put these messages into the mouths of scientists and experts,

and also in articles appearing in magazines like Forbes; these were all to smear the study and to

di scredit thenkesteafCther s.Li@&ddvideodlinktd wdemm bst r act

Following in the same line, Canadian microbiolo8istv Chopra shared his experience of having

been discredited by Monsanto for his publicatio
to lie: they came in fromt he fr ont door . éTwo hundred scienti.i
Ministry of Health [about vaccines that were officially approved which they deemed dangerous for
human health] saying these were wrong and should be stopped. They were completely i@@mred.

t herefore, if 1'dm going to sue anybody it wonot
my own government that has all owdidktdvmeo t hi s t o |
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B72CeEaVms9fRjhTb0dOVkxrZ0k/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/Nmf_ssH2oGQ
https://vimeo.com/187442402
https://youtu.be/QDFr8mhB9Qw

Press Release: Millions represented by farmer groups and activists across the globe launched
the Peoplebds Assembly and Monsanto Tribunal

The Hague, 14 October 2016 : Millions represented by farmer groups and activists across the
gl obe |l aunched the Peopleds Assembly and M
poison makig corporations, have to recogmighat nature has rights. We cannot continue to allow

for violations and looting of our Mother Nature, if we want our planet and all her diverse species to

nsant

survive. The conquest of nature driven by rampant and mindless industrialization has poisoned arfd

polluted our planet. Greed for the control of nature hasiwken the new colonizers to disregard

indigenous traditions and sciences. In the process, nature has been made into an instrument of

exploitation.

By introducing poisons such as Roundup (glyphosate) and Basta (glufosinate), Monsanto has exposed

millions ofpeople to virulent poisons. Today, these people are suffering from neurological disease
l i ke auti sm andelatéddl dsdases ke cabcer,andfdabetds, and are developing
countless health complications. The poisons being forcibly unleagshé&dras are the major reason

for these diseases.



http://peoplesassembly.net/millions-represented-at-peoples-assembly-monsanto-tribunal/
http://peoplesassembly.net/millions-represented-at-peoples-assembly-monsanto-tribunal/

Day 2, 15 October 2016

Workshops Sessions 1 and 2 (see workshops section below)

Attack on Democracy and Laws that protect the planet and our food freedom

Ronnie Cummins (Organic Consumers Associatio®MO Labelling and the US DARK Act

Nina Holland (Corporate Europe ObservatoryMons ant ods | obbying tool s ai
Hans Van Schaaren of B&taes office (European Greendjlow agrochemical lobbies try to overtake
EUregulation and decision making

The first session of 't he A dwaHolahdy 6f the Goeporaten d day
Europe Observatory: 0 | tomithe capacity tm manipulage lapguameyando n wo
the essential European principles, from propaganda tactics used to promotadoeetreaties, that

we need to protect oursel ves: the principle of
the contrary,i t promotes the safety of i nnhbinkdotNinan and
Holland Presentation

Hol | and®ds wastdlmvedbethatoHmam s Van Shaaren, of ®8he St
movement that is growing around frdeade treaties represents a positive historical event because

it is unifying Europe in such a moment of divisiveness at the political level. Euskgdalling to

pieces. The movement protesting against the new generation of trade treaties (which are anti
democratic by their very essence) is managing to bring together consumer associations and trade
unions as wel |l as common citizens. 6
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wUr5diQDLYEJrJX5cmt4pmPE84rEZhQMdYmLOylhh4k/present#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wUr5diQDLYEJrJX5cmt4pmPE84rEZhQMdYmLOylhh4k/present#slide=id.p3

TRIRY

From lefto right: Nina Holland, Ronnie Cummins, Hans Van Schaaren of Bart Staes office

Thi s sessionds f i nal Ronniem Caenming nfrom ©@nmgyaniov@omsunterk a t of
Association, focusing on the key i s s uiaestheo f | abel
importance of mandatory labeling and independent safety testing, which are a life and death issue. In

the United States 80% of our processed food in grocery stores contains GMOS. In Europe you have

a very strong labeling law since the 90' and pcatity no GMO food on stores shelves. But what |

find very disappointing is that there is no GMO animal feed

labeling requlation. Factory farms in Europe feed their animals with GMOs, people are not conscious

of it when they eat the meat. This is also cohtting to a huge environmental damage in Latin

America. They have see the Amazon forest disappear to make room for GMO soy fields.

We have to act in solidarity with the people of Latin America of we want to save the forests, the

lung of the planet. The lole problem of factory farms is underestimated. It is the way we produce

meat, but is also a stage of the process which is destroying the planet. They must be stopped if we

want to survive. Stop eating factory farms meat and fish, release those animnalprison. It's the
European activists | am talking to, you need to c¢

Link to session video
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https://youtu.be/yzyFxH4UM_c

Also read:

Vandana Shiva: we have to stop CETA and Free Trade Agreements

Wallonia Has Shown Us the Way to  Stop CETA and TTIP
CETA: Democracy Trumps Corporate Lobbying
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http://peoplesassembly.net/vandana-shiva-we-have-to-stop-ceta-and-free-trade-agreements/
http://peoplesassembly.net/wallonia-has-shown-us-the-way-to-stop-ceta-and-ttip/
http://peoplesassembly.net/anti-ceta-movement-is-uniting-europe/

CETA: Hereds how multinational cor g
same privileges as in the TTIP: the case of glyphosate and Italian
pasta

WrittendOpCHTIAGd O6TTI PO

According to the latestreport from the Transnational Institute (Tni), the frdeade agreement
between the European Union and Canada would open the door to 42000 American and affiliated
Canadian firms, including agrifood giants such as Coca Cola, McDonald, Cargill and Coodgra f
In fact, 81% of American firms operating in
investorsao. The presence of the Isds/ Il cs pr
allow a large number of American firms to sue national gowesnts in private arbitration courts to
demand for compensation, in case of regulations and national laws getting in the way of the

i nterests. The dossi er stresses the fact t hat it

such an instrumentggressively, who have reached the point of inhibiting legislators who, out of fear
of being sued, are often prompted not to introduce legislations that might not sit well with powerful
multinationals. As such, Ceta would privilege investors by limiting odmtically elected
government sd ability to act i n thei prgamigdtai z e
protest in front of the Italian Parliameim Rome specifically in order to denounce CETA.

The protest saw organic, local Italian pasta prepared on the spot and handed over to participants
and passerby alike in a symbolic act to raise awareness around one of the major risks posed by
CETAGS e rforce, ythat iisn theo dumping of loguality primary products on European
economies, and the rippling effects on workers in the primary sectorMégica Di Sistpthe Stop
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TTIP Italy Campaign spokesperson, explaid : o0Just | i ke the TTIP, the CE

dangerous for small and medium production in ltaly; it will be even harder for small and medium

scale primary producers, who already suffer from lower prices for wheat and grains, because of the
massive amountof logual ity cheap imports from Canadabo.
suppliers of wheat for Italian pasta manufacturing facilities. A matter of price? Of course, but also a

matter of quality, considering the fact that Canadian whessms to be particularly rich in protein.
However, the alleged superiority of Canadian wheat conceals deceitful desiccation practices
whereby this is not obtained naturally, due to adverse climatic conditions in Canada, but through the

use of chemical pppuct s t hat could damage human heal't
already represents an i mportant partner for
pasta manufacturing firms are already buying Canadian wheat as it is rich in prdiainthey

havendt told us, though, is that this high p
tons of chemicals, particularly Monsantods R

currently forbidden within the European Uniofhe point being, to sum up, that while it is illegal to
use Glyphosate in public parks or even in our own back yard in Italy, we nonetheless ingest it
through our pasta every dayao.

In terms of the Italian economy, CETA will have a huge impact on the prisector, more

specifically on wheat production and consequently on pasta and all its derivative products. As a

recent dossierpublished by the Stop TTIP Campaig st at e s, l'taly is Eur
durum wheat for pasta production with 4.8 million tonnes, about 60% of the market request,
cultivated on an area of about 1.3 million hectares. However, 4.8 million tons of wheat and 2.3
million tons of durumwheat are imported from abroad. Of these, over half (a total of 1.2 million
tons) are imported from Canada. In faCbldiretfithe main Italian farmesrganisationhas declared
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http://seedfreedom.info/navdanya-international-at-stopttip-stopceta-day/
http://seedfreedom.info/navdanya-international-at-stopttip-stopceta-day/
https://youtu.be/5VHRIe21v4E
https://stopttipitalia.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/butta-quella-pasta-def.pdf

that almost one out of five packs of pasta contains Canadian wheat. Assaqu@nce, many Italian

pasta producers have abandoned the market due to falling wheat prices, despite the quality of their

wheat being higher than that of imported wheat flooding the market. The main issue in this contex
is the fact that wheat has beenmsidered a normal commodity, whose price was to be regulated by
the market. However, if CETA were to be approved, 97% of our tariff barriers would be eroded,
leading to a process of high deregulation. This agreement would allow North American corporations
to take over small and medium Italian enterprises due to the massive imports of foreign wheat anF
grain it would pave the way for. Consequently, the process of global market deregulation an

limitations in storage capacity will exacerbate the war betwegroiadustry and primary sector
producers. According to the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, at least 45% of Canadian foogd
production is exported. National agricultural exports have tripled from $ 11 billion to $ 33 billion

between 1988 and 2007. lime same period, according to an analysis by the National Farmers
Uni on, the net income from farms has fallen
doubl ed. Whatds more, over the | ast 40 wear s
trade agreement signed with the US and Mexico (NAFTA). The total number of farms in Canad

plummeted from 366,128 in 1970 to 204,730 in 2011. This data shows the threats posed, especially

for our small and medi um f zmttomer s, by this new

WWW. stop ttip-italia.net

@ STOP TTlP 7

Our safety barriers do not simply concern the economic sphere, but were put in place to safeguar(lI
e

against environmental and health threats as well. The main issue with Canadian wheat regards
high quantity of glyphosate it contains. Not yrdre North American products treated with

glyphosate, which has been banned in Italy as a suspected carcinogenic (the use of glyphosatel has

been banned in the prbarvest crops for the sole purpose of optimizing the harvest in the school
grounds, parks plic, flowerbeds and traffic islands), but also the legally allowed level of toxins in

such products is much higher compared to the level that Italian law deems acceptable. Glyphosate,

which has been sold by Monsant os baen cl&®sfiadnbg the ,
World Health Organisation( WHO) as o0 pr ob atb thg hurnaa botly. Nevagtieeless,c 6
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http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/MonographVolume112.pdf

Canada continues spraying glyphosate in order toemse protein levels in wheat sheaf, but in the

meanwhile still leaving high levels of chemical residues. This issue is related to quality levels dictated

by the market and industrial sector, due to the fact that it is the latter who define the levels of
protein and toxins allowed in our wheat products. Hence the necessity to mix Italian wheat, which
has less toxin and more protein, with Canadian grain that has high levels of both, in order to balanc
the quantities.

The pasta issue, however, isonlyood many outstanding matters.
co-operation, in fact, would give Canadian agrarian export@r§ifth in the world for GMO
production 8 new instruments to open the European market to their products. However, in most
cases these arlon-qual ity product s, often cheap i mi
Canadian consumerso the report reads, Obuy
in all respects, despite the fact they are not; the real Italian prtedirc their shopping bags are
hardly worth 950 million, yet only a couple dozen pages of the 1@ CETA document
(attachments included) concern Geographical

t
3

Besides, questions around CETA also concern labour and publicesematters. These are issues
on which generic agreements have been reached, but that still have not satisfied civil socie
organisatios . One of the matters analysed in the
withdraw from agreements on publ services without disputes arising with multinational
corporations. Public services, under this point of view, tend to be considered potential markets for
commercializati on: Ot he agreementods ai mo, t
paradigm which, at least in principle, still values the public interest more highly than the private one

with regulatory ceoperation and the investments court, the attempt is to overturn such a
perspective even from a stFurcther mourre,sdCET

Organisatioh r egul ati ons and of any guarantee of

in check. Thereportstre ses t hat, out of the |1 LO3ds eight
ratified n. 98 on the right to collective bargaining, or n. 138 on the minimum age to be employed a
a worker. As Canada, twelve European states have not yet ratified the healtsadetyon-the-
workplace convention. One of the effects of this situation could be that of enabling those
entrepreneurs who intend to move their investments where there are less stringent regulations on
labour.

According to Monica Di Sisto, CETA represergdreaty whose potential effects on our social and
economic fabric woul d be devastating: Ot he
corporations are the same ones they would obtain through TTIP; for this reason, we need to raise
our guard if we wanto defend small and mediusic al e | oc al producerso.
Stop TTIP Italy Campaign concluded o0the bad
from the public debate, as was the case with Ttip in previous years, before uniomg with
consumer and civil societgrganisatios and common citizens started to get informed and to
contrast it. I beli eved Di Sisto concluded
actually a O06Trojan harlsé&d puodd ttsqg raaids & hrau |
this agreement from the day of its approval by the European Parliament until its eventual ratificatio
by national parl i amentsao.

Manlio Masucci

i
fl it natsi
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D

CETA

Al ath
labour is void of binding provisions capable of enforcing respect for ILO (International LabouJ@

eepin
fund:



New Corporate Strategies for extending control over our seed, food and planet

Jim Thomas (ETC Group)The new technologies of corporate control

Vandana Shiva (Navdanydhe poison cartel, Bill Gates and new attempts to control our seed and food
Antonius Michelman (Bayer @ardination, Germanyj Facing Thiglonsanto Bayer Merger

Xiulin Gu (China) The Syngen&Chem China Merger

Multi Watch Baseb Launch of March against Syngenta

LN
From left to right: Multi Watch Basel, Dr Vandana Shiva, Jim Thomas, Antonius Michelmann, Xiulin Gu

The New Corporate Stree g i esassiof épened with an intervention Bym Thomas of the ETC

Group: O0Genes Drives are the most frightening t
no place for Gene Drives in conservation. Life it is a seganigd organism.

We come from a position where there were many food companies and now just few corporations

have the control over our seeds, food and planet. Now they are spraying synthetic RNA on crops to
interfere with DNA functions. Drones are the latest, they are doing therkvfor the farmers, this is

call ed vision p@MnktelimThomas Paegentatioru | t ur e. 6

Dr Vandana Shiva subsequently nt er vened by exposing agribusine

t o 6enhanced agricul ture t hrough t he | at est t e«
companies focus on soil data moving on drone system agriculture...artificial farming. We are not
going to | eave the future of human evolution 1in

tools that they promise, whether they work or not is not the issue for them: it's what they promise

that we'll get them the billions, but our future is nédr their betting

If you don't know the pain of those you're destroying, you don't have knowledge. Manipulating the
genetic structure in ignorance is lead to failure, as it was for the BT cotton in India. Women and
biodiversity brings nutrition, ~ot GMO®A cent ury of exter mination is e
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18JVaiUehghOHB4iJlfNpCHzimRX61EKVkcwipHD3xNQ/present#slide=id.p4

Next up, Antonius Michelmann from Bayer Ceor di nati on i n Ger many, S
corporations: democracy of Mo n ey . Link to égtonilsa v e bi
Michelmann Presentation

tat
(!

Chinese academic research¥iulin Gu f ur t her added: oOthe Syngenta an
part of a tripod worldwide strateqy ofvhich Monsanto is anyway part of. In China GMOs is a

sensitive issue, vou candt say any bad on the med
We have to be united to protect Lihkgo XiuenrGm . . . and

Presentation

Furthermore, Multi Watch Basel presented the book oOMarch against Synge
monsanto' s t wi hinktorMaliiVaBwBatel Rreséntatiom . 6

Link to session video

PCM

'1 nous produisons, produisons ce que ~aus consommons !
> » I Ind j -

E.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12Yby7ToDp6r47vAMcuZMA9LwS-fPSX3Q91IpSGI4j5I/present#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12Yby7ToDp6r47vAMcuZMA9LwS-fPSX3Q91IpSGI4j5I/present#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qFLoMVlps4nM8gL8mL8cYFkHL7hryjdUG7o_lTjjuVo/present#slide=id.p4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qFLoMVlps4nM8gL8mL8cYFkHL7hryjdUG7o_lTjjuVo/present#slide=id.p4
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B72CeEaVms9fSDYxWnIxU3JuazA
https://youtu.be/VTBrz3iF8Jg

Corporate Lobbying

The power of corporations is not simply limited to the financial market, but indgeir lobbying
operations are deeply influencing government policy.  Multinational corporations use differen
techniques to impose their economic interests on democratic governments. Through direct
lobbying, PR propaganda and the undermining of indeperstience, corporations are threatening
the freedom of citizens. The power of big business runs contrary to the right of public information.
Secrecy is their most important tool to influence and control public policies away from the eyes of
the people. Mul t i nati onal corporations are ohidingbo
are more than 30.000 professionals in charge
also behind scientific research groups such as ISLI in Europe. A large nofnatmaddemic results
are biased as a result of direct corporate financing of research groups as a means of ensuring the
business interests. These are some of the ways in which Corporations make their influence felt at
the political level. These frauduleiobbying techniques have been denouncealtganisatios such

as the Corporate Europe Observatory with the aim of promoting transparency and democracy in
the decisioamaking process.

These issues were discussed i ndemoerpcy and kdvsrthatn g
protect the planet and our food freedomé6é whii
Assembly. The intervention by Nina Holland highlights very important issues about the power of
lobbies which deeply affect our democraepyvironment, food system, and our freedom.
Nina Holland works at Corporate Europe Observatory, based in Brussels, it is a research ang

t he
ch

campaign group working to expose and challenge the privileged access and influence enjoyed by

corporations and their loby groups in EU policy making.




Her intervention began by describing three categories of lobbying and strategies in order to
understand how these corporations get their way. Direct Lobbying, PR propaganda and targeting
undermining science, are the maiechniques that allow corporations to express their economic
and political power that threaten our democracy, equity, social justice and the environment.
Monsanto is fully representative of corporations with limitless resources in order to fully operate
through these different lobbying techniques. Indeed they are represented by lobbying associations
different levels, they are welirganigd in greerwashing projects and they get scientists to act for
their business.

International trade deals such as TPPTIP and CETA are strongly affected by these lobbying
activities, where the economic power of these corporations affect the freedom and the rights of the
European <citizens. COE has worked on these
agribusinessector lobbied the European Commission more than anyone else in the run up to the
TTIP negotiations. DG Trade actively chased pesticide lobby group ECPA to team up with Croplif
America and jointly send a wish list for TTIP. The lobby groups demandedfost ance 0s
har moni sationé for pesticide residues in foo
did not receive such speci al inviteso.

Mor eover, another important aspect of these
shows that ocorporations from al/l sectors

i nformation and corporate data secret from

the work of journalists, whistidlowers, unionists, indeperdt researchers and NGOs. New and

t

push

at

spec

1gnif

d. Tr

dange

he pu

very similar legal proposals were discussed at the same time in the EU and in the US. Trade secret

rules have now been largely harmonised across the Atlanti€IP avant la lettfa In Brussels the
corporations organisett hei r | obby through the O0Trade Sec
as one of its members and working jointly wi

In the context of free trade and free power of the corporations at the political level, what happened
last week in the Walloon region represents the possibilities to enforce the citizens rights instead o
business. Two Belgian politicians denied the authorization to sign the Comprehensive Economic a
Trade Agreement (CETA) between the EU and Canada, shgppnother international trade deal
that threaten our precautionary principle through lobbying actions and fake innovation.
Unfortunately as we have seen in the last days, the action from the Walloon has been unde
economic pressure andhe¢eihrymihadldé. .0t Dhichaqnmeci f
how lobbying operation related to multinational powers are challenging our political freedom and
our democracy.

There is the necessity to speak out against these actions in order to denounce aneneoritiese
mul tinational corporations. The Peopled s A
against these powers, against the idea that private interests are allowed to take over the publi
sphere. In order to defend the European integrity amar safety rights we have to be aware of

these different lobbying techniques, and unmask what is hiding behind apparently fair politicgl

decisions.

Michela Papotti (Navdanya International)
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Press Release:Open |l etter from Dr. Vandana Shiva
Assemb}

Over the | ast ¢ entdurootedin Liathmescirav(orkmbwidhaschadealt mearing
raided and stripped off it, leaving nothidgero. The actual pursuit of knowledge has been replaced
by silverspoonfeds hi | | s parading a¥®hiod e-diribem @eaeokroowlade iss c i
being oOoOhailedd as t he semsfaced by real peopte araund thetwbrld. v
The problems caused by Zefknowledge, Zerescience.

The Zero-science fraud has been perpetrated by the wealthy elite, to enslave each one of us, an
havi ng ontaall ouér oub ecanomies (didg in interestrates and exchange rates to adjust
prices of everything, everywhere), to dictate who gets fed, and who goes hungry. The entire glob
economy is merely a giant o0Vending Machineo

t ot
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http://peoplesassembly.net/open-letter-from-dr-vandana-shiva-at-the-monsanto-tribunalpeoples-assembly/
http://peoplesassembly.net/open-letter-from-dr-vandana-shiva-at-the-monsanto-tribunalpeoples-assembly/

Day 3, 16 October 2016

Workshops Session 3 (see workskopsn below)

#

We dondt need chemicals, an organic worl

oYes we can do it, we can change agriculture. There is so much evidence accumulated already to prove that
we can nourish up to ten billion and maybe even more people with sustainable agricutiudal practices
Hans Herren, President of Biovisi@md the Millennium Institute.
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http://peoplesassembly.net/we-dont-need-chemicals-an-organic-world-is-possible/

Peopleds vision and Actions for the future o
Part 1

Renate Kinast Right to safe and healthy food

André Leu (IFOAM International)Organic Aariculture and Poison Free food
Ronnie Cumrnns (Regeneration Internationall-rom Degeneration to Regeneration
Hans Herren (Biovisior) Agro ecology nourishes the world

Rachel Parent (Kids Right to KnowRights of future generations

| TV

From left to right: Hans Herren, Renate Kiinast, An&erheard Geier, Rachel Parent, Ronnie Cummins

|/

The Assembl yds final day AmdrerLeut, twehlok sd a £siserd wWas
greatest tragedy of Monsant o6s model of agricul
feed two worldsi f we wanted to with organi c agricul tur

droughts, more and more flooding and climate instability. We need to make agriculture resilient to
these types of climatic conditions and organic agriculture is superior in this cespeganic soil

keeps its integrity and absorbs water, while in conventional agriculture the water collapses and
erodes the soil. Scientific research has also proven that organic agriculture has higher vields. Reports
by UNCTAD and UNEP based on 24 couras in Africa found 116% increase in yield from organic
agr i c WwhkitaAndre Léu Presentation
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1P2YFLLHkNEgoUai4B9Q5jVmP-XNviso8lrurukPen7A/present#slide=id.p4

Leuds i nt er vfellonwed by that ofRenatel Kartast, who drew parallels between the
antthucl ear movement ds strategy and t hat to be foll
worl dwi de: O THMec lwaagr trhev eAmd n t was uni fi enb, wi th t
thankso transl ated into over 100 | anguaages shoul d
Everywhere you went people woultecognie that pin and identify with you. It was incredibly
effective. L et dbmsedonm thé ahnualgs madel ofssdme degates ego. Farmers
groups, environment al groups, slow food groups, g

The floor was then taken bRonnie Cummins , who followed in the same trail by stressing the

6adl obalisation ofoulmteed aasi ust nasedgy hegemony in
agree that we live in a society in which we have degenerating soil, health, public morality and
economies. It is a model that we need to move away from. We need to globalize hope. We need to
changethe way we eat, farm and our relationship with nature and environment. We need to break

down the walls that divide us and express solidarity with each other. We are in a thousand different

silos even within our country and are divided across national Haries. We need to find the

Achill esdi meawedt rnifalagmomd el and focus on that. ¢

Canadian GMO educator and activiRchel Parent, barely eighteen years old, intervened next,

uragi nag: ONothing to me i s wor s eto btheacounttiece and f ac t t h
convincing governments that their crops are the s
We al | l'ive in democracies and vet we canodt choo:
change to ourselves and the many gehefaons t hat are to come. ltdéds no

futurebo.

The Session ended with Bernward Geier introducing his friend who is a baker and made a special bread out
of 69 indigenous varieties of wheat dedicated to

Link to session video

>nal Monsanto Tribunal

14 - 16 October 2016
« IR P

R
¥

E WORLD

or Our Children !z,
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https://youtu.be/RcRh6s-Lh88

Peopleds vision and Actions for the future o
Part 2

Brid Brennan (Transnational Institu®R e c | ai mi ng Peopl ebds Sovowerei gnty
Miryam Gorban The Future of Food Sovereignty

Valérie Cabanes (End Ecociddéind Ecocide

Vandana Shiva (Navdany&owing the Seeds of Earth Democracy

From left to right: Valerie Cabanes, Miryam Gorban, Dr Vandana Shiva, Brid Brennan

The Peod 0 s Vi sion and (A9t isoens sfi @ tolpe nEdt Wridd h a
Brennan, researcher at the Transnational Il nstit
sovereiagnty by reiterating that :opepetalengtmeagb t o
by the accumulated struggle of affected communities all over the world. It is very important to
converage strugagl es t o ma k e a di fference on t he
sovereignty. We cannot go forward in campaigns @orporate power without dismantling this
architecture of the privilege of corporations. And that is why the whole effort has converged form

peopleds struggles to put a binding treaty on t
reclaimingte f act that people are protagonist in relaf

Brennands intervention was f ol |l owMiamhGerbah h a't of
who pointed to Ecuador as an example of the foo
will die standing but | will not kneel to corporations. We have to choose whether we want food for

all or benefits for some. Ecuador was the first country to include food sovereignty in its constitution

and that i s an e x amhpihké Mirnviamm Gorbane Presdntatioding to ¥ided | ow. 6

The next intervention- focused on corporate legal accountability and the importanceeatiing
legal recognition of ecocidewas that of French journalist, UN Earth Rights advisor Bnd Ecocide
spokespersorValerie Cabanes, who wur ged: OWe have to request
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XnAS_dxYBqqcj6dvVyFjNBLHKY--WYbDp5WHep4IaCc/present#slide=id.p4
http://peoplesassembly.net/hacia-el-tribunal-monsanto-y-la-asamblea-de-los-pueblos-entrevista-a-miryam-gorban/

future generations. Fossil fuels, nuclear eneragw.-aglustry and other activities must be banned for
the sake of our future. Individual CEOs and heads of states need to be held accountable for their

decisions. We need to make it possi bl eLinktor ecoci d
videa

Next to speak,Dr Vandana Shiva addr essed the public: oLong ago |
decide which plant will grow with which plantn  mi xed f ar miold pe@8santinWdsti s 80 vy e
Bengal said to me: 0The plants tell us! The pl ant

but there was a physicist called Bose in India who wrote the Hgisstein theoryd with Einstein!

He dd experiments on plant communication. The way plants repel pests is by sending out
communication signaBt hey have that intelliagence! And itods t
violent, crude system of making poisons could never understandasubkey silenced the voices of

people in the concentration camps. They could never hear the voice of the Bee. The bee has

spoken, the soils have spoken this morning. And that verdict is clear: there is no place for poisons in

our food! 6.

0 Wh a't d o o Basta, whick is & close cousin of Roundup made by Baver? It does the same
workdki Il Il s plants. Right now in India we are fighti
ask: ol f yvour food is so good, tederaresagodadiwhy ou | abe
do you have to negotiate them in secret? If vour ingredients make life better for us, why do you

hide? If, Bayer, your GM mustard with mustard resistance is so good, why do you have to hide? Why

does the one per cent who owns all ghcorporations in their name8 or the people who secretly

own the Vanguards or who own the Bayers and the Monsadteshy do t hey have to hi
have to hide, you alreaAspredddDowVahdanpoGhawvader cmb
at the Peoplebds Assembly

Link to session video

>ty T R,

PABLO PIOVANO

The Human Cost
of Agro-toxins

Bazaar of Ideas
»The Hague, 14-16 October 2016

b —
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https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/187358668
https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/187358668
http://peoplesassembly.net/dr-vandana-shivas-closing-speech-at-the-peoples-assembly/
http://peoplesassembly.net/dr-vandana-shivas-closing-speech-at-the-peoples-assembly/
https://youtu.be/betglD880ZQ

Press Release:P e o p | e & s Varsict: éonsanty and Poison Cartel guilty of crimes
against the planet and humanity

The Hague, 16 October 2016 : Monsanto and the Poison Cartel are guilty of crimes against our
pl anet and humanity. This i s toigamiedvireThe Hague f r
alongdie the Monsanto Tribunal. The voices of the soil, of the seeds, of farmers, consumers, and of
people from all over world converged and reverberated in a new unity across diversity. The poison
making industry is destroying life on Earth, our health andd@mocracies. The Peoples Assembly
resolved to end a century of ecocide and genocide.

#MonsantosCrimes

1. Crimes against biodiversity, integrity and intrinsic worth of species by defining seeds and plants as their
invention. Crimes against speciesldiodiversity

2. Crimes against biodiversity of pollinat@g5 %bees have disappeared because of industrial agriculture and
have become an endangered species.

3. Crimes against the SdilDestruction of soil fertility and desertification.

4. Crimes gainst farmer$ With over 300,000 farmers from India along have committed suicide because of
Monsantd s monopol y

5. Ropaganda and Lies: Monsanto hapeead pseudacientific propaganda and lies to misguide the public
and cover up their crimes.

6. Attadk on Scientist® They have aggressively attacked independent scientist like Dr Eric Seralini and Dr A
Putzai et al who have stood for real science and independent research.

7. Attack on Democracy Monsanto has repeatedly attacked national governmenisdia Argentina, Mexico,
Brazil, etc.

8. Right to Know: They are taking way from us the right to know what goes in our food.

9. Attack on democratic institutio® In countries around the world they have attacked Attist bodies,
judiciary and governmentelfare institutions.

10. Attack on biosafety and Convention on Biological diverditgnsanto with its genetic contamination and
pollution tactics have blatantly transgressed the CBD and all biosafety regulations.

11. Crimes against the Earth/ Gé@iMonsanto and the poisons cartel at the biggest the contributors to
Climate change. They are putting us on the path of annihilation.

om


http://peoplesassembly.net/peoples-assembly-verdict/
http://peoplesassembly.net/peoples-assembly-verdict/

WORKSHOPS

Workshops were divided by 5 subjects in 3 rounds and designed to create as much interaction as
possible.

The first mainly served as information exchanggaturday 15 October, morning

The second to exchange ideas on strategi€siturday 15 October, afternoon

The third round to concretise plans for new alliances and campai§usday 16 October, morning

GMOGb s : HoanmGMIO e worldwide

Among the participants: Moms Across America, Confédération Paysanne, CCFD members
from the Global South, Biowatch South Africa, MADGE Australia, GM Free Australia,
UBINIG Bangladesh, Corporate Europe Observatory (CEQ), Friends of ttte Earope,

GM Watch, Aktion GENKlage, Rencontres Internationales de Résistance aux OGM
France/Africa, ETC Group, Faucheurs Volontaires.

Pesticides: Ideas to ban Pesticides and toxic chemicals

Among the participants: Namoseke Monsanto Paraguay, GMAustralia, PAN Europe,
PAN lItaly,Associazione Italiana Esposti AmigriMaturaleza de Derechos Argentina
Ethecon Foundation, Friends of the Earth, Corporate Europe Observatory (CEO).
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http://peoplesassembly.net/italian-association-of-people-exposed-to-asbestos-join-the-hague-peoples-assembly/
http://peoplesassembly.net/effects-on-peoples-health-caused-by-pesticides-can-no-longer-be-ignored/

Seeds: Steps towards seed freedom and struggle against unjust seed laws

Among the participants: Navdanya, Peliti Greece, UGM/CAPROSET Mali, Autre Terre,
Circulos de Sementes & GAIA Portugal, ASEED Europe, Occidental Arts & Ecology Center
USA, Frgsamlerne Denmark, No Patents on Seeds, Longo Mai.

Accountability: Steps to hold TNC s responsible for their acts
Among the participants: Transnational Institute (TNI), La Via Campesina, Biowatch South
Africa, Global Justice Now, FIAN, Friends of the Earth International, Confédération
Paysanne, FOEI, Campaign to Reclaim People's Sowereignt

-
Y
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Agroecology: Promoting agroecology to feed the world

Among the participants: Navdanya, Autre Terre, CCFD members from the Global South,
Regeneration International, Biovision, ILEIA, AgriCultures Network, Save Our Soils,
People4Soil, Vandana Shivan&e Kiinast, Bernward Geier.
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Steps towards Seed Freedom

The workshop 0Steps towards Seed Freedom6 saw t
and organisations from all over the world. During the first session, participants were inated

briefly present their work, talk about the situation with the Seed in their respective countries and

make proposals for further discussion.

In the second Session, participants divided in 3 groups, according to the main proposals arisen at the
first sesion:

0 Knowledge sharing on Seeds saving, Seed savers networking and Community Seed Libraries/Houses.
d Knowledge sharing on Seed Patents and Seed Laws;

0 Seed Festivals and other global joint actions;

The final seed workshop concluded with another remable round of information and strategy
sharing. Seed activists from Egypt, Philippines, Germany, Netherlands, Mexico, Columbia, California,
Italy, and India took part in the discussion. This incredibly diverse group of activists gave detailed
descriptionsof the unjust seed laws in their respective regions and countries and shared their
strategies for resisting these laws. Strategies included-cooperation with unjust laws by
continuing to save, grow, and share indigenous varieties, working througlatiggislodies and the

courts to allow and incentivize saving, sharing, and selling of tadalbted, organic, and open
pollinated seed varieties, aratganigng and lobbying against patent and plant variety protection
laws.

Link to post, read more

43


http://peoplesassembly.net/steps-towards-seed-freedom-workshop/

The Soil accuses Monsanto

0The Soil Accuses Monsantod6 at the I|laoamedhbyat i onal
Navdanya International in collaboration witave Our Soitnd People 4 Spiand held by Dr.

Vandana Shiva, as well as former German Minister for Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture
Renate Kiinast, and former IFOAM director Bernward Geier.

The workshop underlined how soil, essential to the proper functioning of our ecosystamt be

put at the center of our political agenda if we are serious about fighting climate change.

During the workshop, ex German Minister for Consumer Health, Food and Agriculture Renate
Kénast stated her  vi e wmusthean the @diticad agendédv veetmusbtall of t he
people it is not just about climate change but also about soil. The new justice question around soil
specifically is land grabbing. Peoplssth ave access to | and, water and se

Dr Vandana Shiva followed suitbyurgg t hat oOWe need an economy of |
model that cares for the soil 6.

Furthermor e, ol f we manage to make significant [
Monsanto because they compl etely cflomI&®DAMt he system

Link to Presentation

Link to post, read more
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qXDjAyQBAZPYLxQaDQ6CfBYUxg64Ctx_fD1ORzy93Ik/present#slide=id.p4
http://peoplesassembly.net/the-soil-accuses-monsanto-workshop-e3-at-the-peoples-assembly-in-the-hague/

General final reports from Workshops Session - Sunday 16 October

The Peob e 6s Assembly kicked off its final day wit
identifving challenges and synthesizing key strategies and actions moving forwards. Five different

workshops were held, titl ed oO0How estioidedbamchtoxiG MOs  w
chemical sé, 0Steps Towar dsstSreatde dFireese dtoand b u i0IGab | p
and o0The Soil accuses Monsantod6 respectively. A

convened together late morning to summaried share their main conclusions.

Overall, many groups stressed the need for greater collaboration and convergence among different

parts of the movement and local and international initiatives. The group focused on pesticides
outlined concrete measure® be taken in order to move towards banning pesticides. Efforts taken

by Burkina Faso, who issued a declaration against pesticide, as well as Multiwatch, who sent an open
letter to the Chinese government to stop Syngenta from producing Paraquat, wgtdidhited.

Additionally, different plaebased strategie®rganisatios are taking to resist corporate seed

contr ol were emphasized. Finall vy, the O0soil a c «
Renate Kunast and Bernward Geier, underlined how ssiential to the proper functioning of our

ecosystem, must be put at the center of our political agenda if we are serious about fighting climate
change. O0We need an economy of permanenced Vand:
cares forthesdi . 6
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The Monsanto Tri bunal andMavinge Peopl
Forward

The I nternational Monsanto Tribunal and the
between October 14th and 16th 2016. Both events are the result of dstagding collaboratio

between various international NGOs such as Navdanya, IFOAM, Organic Consumers Association

and March Against Monsanto, just to quote a few. Although the two events happened

contemporaneously, and shared the common goal of denouncingcagroical companeed cr i me s

(such as Monsantods), they however differed Ji

Chaired by a selection of eminent international judges and lawyers, the Tribunal dealt with collecting
evidence from the testimonies of agtoxics victims from all around # world in order to redact

an oOadvisory opinioné to be submitted to thle

effort to get the | atter to include the cr

att

me

(o

constitutes crimes against humiarny . The Monsanto Tribunalds incept.i
Russell Tribunal, another civil society oOpeopl eds

hugely successful in exposing US war crimes (especially the case of Agent Orangey spmayi
civilians during the Vietnam War) and in eventually ensuring these were legally pursued.

The Assembly, on the other hand, constituted the buzzing epicenter of civil sociaiygassation
from all over the world had the occasion to give talks arwhduct workshops and activities to

spread their message. Moreover, such activities were conducted as a collaboration between variots

NGOs in an effort to come up with a common [©Bstr at

both the environment and @mocracy itself resulting from decades spent in pursuit of the -agro
industrial model as the main model for development.

What both the Tribunal and the Assembly aimed at drawing public attention to is the precautionary
principle. Dating back to Hippocragehimself, enshrined in the Rio Declaration (1992) and ratified
by the European Commission in the Maastricht Treaty (1993), the precautionary principle is define

=

as oO0Oa policy of cautious conduct regar diohg pol i

scientifically contentious matterséoé.
The relevance of this legal principle today is evident respect to the argument against big agro
chemical multinational corporations and the agndustrial development model these promote (that

is, mass monocultureultivation and the use of agrochemical inputs such as GM seed, not to
mention the fertilizer and pesticide without which such varieties could not survive). The
precautionary principleds relevance has sret

ur
devel opment model is widely hailed by gover nme

Much to the same tune, negeneration fredrade treaties such as TTIP and CETA are also exalted
by economists and politicians from the highest internatioimstitutions under the banner of

oOprogressao, despite the fact -size &irins (espeeially invtbeu | |d

primary sector) and would allow for a massive influx of products damaging both the environmen
and consumer health. Givendlabove, the NGOs thatrganied the Assembly and Tribunal wanted
these to be a platform through which to prompt a question, not only to the ICC, but to the world
as a whole: progress toward what, exactly?
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During her interventitonPea st itchied eossCaampdai Hoxsi cAlg@h enmi
the Peopleds Assembl vy, the president of thej] Ital
Crudel i, reminded the audience: ol t has taken ne:
aboutitscaraiogeni ci ty, for Asbestos to be declareld il
begin for pesticides, herbicides and big muljitina




the harmful effects of asbestos, and despite the existence of lamrsngpits production and its
manufacture since 1992, the death toll for asbeasttuced illnesses still remains high in Italy.

The point bei ng, as was amply demonstrated by t
the speakers at the Assembtiat there has long been scientific material in circulation substantiating
claims about the economic, health and ecological harmfulness of prodlfictsexample the seed
herbicidepesticide package promoted by the agrfood industry and in particular bgompanies
such as Monsanto. Is allowing poison in our food, in plain knowledge of its dangers, now to bg
considered Oprogressiveo6? And equally: is tihe
our countries?® bi odi v e mg ianhdy demoatic wsealility, alsos truly h
oOoprogressiveo?
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How much longer must it take for the pace of the Law to catch up with the pace of Science?
The truth is that the real battle at play in this day and age concerns exactly what kind of
development modewe are to follow, the importance of which is amplified by the urge to deal with
the multiple crises of our times (resources/fodsi€l crisis, environmental crisis, financial crisis and
political crisis). Since these are exapre connected and intedependent, it will no longer suffice to
tackle them from the national levél for example by signing freéeade agreements or by pursuing
osuccessful, progressivedé economic model s wh
national economiesigl obal i zati onds O0race to the bottom

ot O

What is needed today is for holistic action to be taken by the world community. This is why the
Wallonian case has been so significant in the course of the CETA treaty negotiations: because it has
shown that, throughthe exercise of democracy and civil society, a small group within a nation has
been able to defend citizens?o rights by rfemir
precautionary principle.

This has been the Tri bun al-toarimglthetpieautichanspeimiplé v 8 s ¢
back to the centre of attention, inviting the public to reflect upon which direction we are taking as a
planet and to organise in civil society (which is the highest expression of our democratic rights) i
ordertochallege t he common assumption that the pr o'|1
possi bly be har mful to consumer health or rfi
keep certain products, treaties, companies or institutions under scruaing to hold those
responsible accountable for their misdeeds in order to ensure better protection for citizens and a
healthy democracy.
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For this reason, despite pessimism from those who argue that Wallonia did not eventually succeed
in stopping CETAand hat the Monsanto Tribunaldewaesr mda n@rdas
outcome, both events are to be considered greatly successful. The impact of the Assembly and
Tri bunal s message has reverberated throughput
intense political action and mobilization we are currently witnessing. It shows that people from al
across the world are taking matters into their
tackle issues in which they feel-uor misrepresented Peopl eds Assembliesfand
on beingorganigd in the future to counter the unbridled capitalist model, uniting citizens under the
banner of civil society to protect their rights and those of the environment.

Elisa Mussio (Navdanya | nternational)




MONSANTO TRIBUNAL

Day 1 - 15 October 2016

Opening of the International Monsanto Tribunal

The Hague, 15 October 2016 The Monsanto Tribunal began at The Hague this Saturday. The

Monsanto Tribunal, an international civil society initetivhich aims to hold Monsanto accountable

for human rights violation and ecocide. On the first day, the Monsanto Tribunal attracted
international activists, farmers, doctors, lawyers and scientists who gave testimonies and presented
evidence against GMOayit Monsanto. Along with the witnesses, the Tribunal was attended by

hundreds of people from all over the world who came together to see the court proceedings. In her

opening statement, former French minister and member of the European Parliament Caepagd-

said, OoOWhat happens today wil/l be inscribed in th
Press release.
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Inrternatlonal Monsanto Tribunal in The Hague

Corinne Lepage, member of the Monsanto Tribunal Organising Commitee
former French Minister for the Environment and Member of the European Parliament.

0Today is a historic day, what happens today wil/l
centuryo

0Our objective is not understand aud rgmsanddadys s Monheanbabdst c
behavior. It must allow civil society to be able to effectively fight for their rights based on the
scientific, | egal and economic evidencebo.

Link to video
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http://peoplesassembly.net/opening-of-the-monsanto-tribunal/
https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/189144001

The Judges of the In ternational Monsanto Tribunal

Dior Fall Sow , Senegalis a consultant to the International Criminal Court, a former Advocate
General at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, and founding member and honorary
chairwoman of the Senegalese Lawgykssociation (AJS).

The first woman appointed public prosecutor in Senegal, Sow also has served as officer and knight of
the Order National du Mérite (Senegal). She has participated in many conferences and seminars
around the topics of human rights, pea@nd security, humanitarian international law, and
international criminal justice in many countries, including Switzerland, Belgium, Austria, Italy and the
U.S.

She is also the author of many research papers on legal issues. Past posts also includd: natio
director of Juvenile Correctional Education and Social Welfare; director in charge of legal affairs in
SONATEL; advocate general in the office of the Prosecutor for the ICTR; and main advocate
general for the ICTR Appelate Division.

Jorge Fernandez Souza, Mexico, is currently Judge at the Court of Administrative Litigation of
Mexico City.

He has been: Governmental Delegate of the Federal District within the Miguel Hidalgo Delegation;
member of the Council of the Federal District judiciary; Director tife Social Sciences and
Humanities division and Chief of the Law department at the Autonomous Metropolitan University
Unidad Atzcapotzalco; Guarantor at the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal, Capitulo México; Adviser of
National Arbitrage Commission (CONAI) bewen the Zapatista Army of National Liberation and

the Mexican government; Reporting judge in the Russell Tribunal on repression in Latin America.
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Eleonora Lamm , Argentina, is the Human rights Director for the Supreme Court of Justice of
Mendoza.

She hold a PhD in Bioethics and Law, a Master in Bioethics and Law, and a Master in Family Law
from the University of Barcelona, Spain, where she teaches bioethics.

Member of the Bioethics and Law Observatory of the University of Barcelona and the Centre for
Bioethics at the University of Buenos Aires, Eleonora Lamm also has experience as a Researcher at
the Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas (CONICET, Argentina), a Consultant
of bioethics and Law at Universitat Oberta de Catalufia and addir of the Bioethic’s Career at

the University of Mendoza.

She has been officially appointed by the President of the Argentinean Supreme Court to participate
in the commission created by Law Decree 191/2011 to reform and update the Civil and Commercial
Code of Argentina.

Steven Shrybman, Canada, is a partner in the law firm of Goldblatt Partners LLP and practices
international trade and public interest law in Toronto and Ottawa.

His litigation and advocacy practice engages a diversity of both natiahaitamational law issues
including the environment, trade, human rights, democratic process, intellectual property, and health
care and other public services.

He has written extensively on international trade and investment law, and his work on the
relationship between the free trade and the environment was seminal when published in the late
1980s. He has represented civil society groups and unions as interveners in several istastor
and WTO trade disputes. Steven Shrybman is currently a membereoBtiards of the Council of
Canadians, and the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy.

Francoise Tulkens , Bel gi um, has a Doctorate in Law, a Ma
hi gher education teaching certdufinla@a.t e (agr ®gation
She was a Professor at the University of Louvain (Belgium) and has taught, in Belgium and abroad, as

a visiting professor at the Universities of Geneva, Leuven, Ottawa, Paris |, Rennes, Strasbourg and
Louisiana State University, in the fielaflsgeneral criminal law, comparative and European criminal

law, juvenile justice and human rights protection systems.

From November 1998 to September 2012, she was a Judge in the European Court of Human Rights,

serving as section president from January 2@8d as vic@resident of the courtfrom February

2011. She has been an associate member of the Belgian Royal Academy since 2011. From 2011 to

2015 she chaired the Board of Governors of the King Baudouin Foundation. In September 2012, she

was appointed tahe United Nations Human Rights Advisory Panel for Kosovo.

Since June 2013 she is a member of the Scientific Committee of the European Union Fundamental
Rightsdéd Agency (FRA), o f -chaih Tutkdns is thee authos of many r ent | vy
publicatons in the areas of human rights and criminal law and alssmutioor of reference books.

Link to video
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https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/189144762

1% session: IMPACT ON HUMAN HEALTH

Sabine Grataloup, victim of RoundUp, F rance

ONo there was no i
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Her young son Theo who was born with a malformation, he had to be operated on at birth and was

on I'v for 6 months. Theo had to have 50 operatic
able to speak because his vocal cords had to be removed. Every summer she would spray her
horseback riding ring with a herbicide with glyphosate that shé $een advertised. Realized one

year later that she had sprayed it about 4 weeks into her pregnanpgsixg her son in aritical

period for embryo development. Since then studies have emerged proving the negative impact of
glyphosate on birth Defects. taistical studies from Argentina found fourfold increase in
malformation at birth when only emanmental change. Moreovestudies on pigs found that level

of glyphosate in their feed heightened the chancenafiformation even at very o levels. All thee

studies lecher to conclude that the experience of her son is not an isolated case.

Link to videod Link to video
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https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/188164021
https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/187521886
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Hague

Maria Liz Robledo, victim of RoundUp, Argentina

0 N eone listens to her, there is no law and regulations for her to complain and get legal
redresséd

Mar3a Liz Robledods testimony is related with he
malformation called esophagedttesia with tracheoesophageal fistula, which made the esophagus
cl ose. Unfortunately one year after Mar3ads dauq

malformation in the same town, Baigorrita. Suspicious about the reason of these rare malformation
bean to emerge as this happethin the same little town and in less than two years. The only
common aspect of these cases is the fact that close to their houses there are agrochemicals
containers.

Link to video

THIRLTT
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https://vimeo.com/channels/mten/188186404

Christine Sheppard, victim of RoundUp U.S.A
and her Lawyer Timothy Litzenburg U.S.A

OWe bought RoundUp from our | ocal store in Hawali
drinkéwas not weretpublished shovadng dirkk with glyphosate that she

realized how she had contractednon -Hodgki n's | ymphoma. 6

OMonsanto stil!]l i ssues no warning, no precautior
é Monsanto has infiltrated v g/rpyocess evéhprhany i nt o t
Monsanto execs working at the EPAO6 Timothy Litze

American farmer Christine Sheppard is one of the witness of the crimes committed by Monsanto.
Using Roundup on her coffee farm in Hawaii since approximately 1995, she was forselil her

farm andmove to California in order to get appropriate treatments due to that fact that in 2003
Sheppard wasdiagnosed with nofdodgkin's lymphoma. One specific form of canedHL which

has been linked witthe exposure of glyphosate by two $dish oncologist Dr. Leonard Hardell and

Dr. Mikael Eriksson.

Sheppard accused the multinational agribusiness of falsely masking the carcinogenic risk of
glyphosatand i s responsible for causing the womanos
who will alsoattend the Tribunal, is defending Sheppard in the case Christine Sheppard v. Monsanto
Company, casewumber 2:15cw 08632, in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of
California.

Link to videod Link to videod Link to video
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